
 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN 

------------------------------------------------------ 

City of Long Lake,  

  Plaintiff, 

 v. 

City of Orono, 

  Defendant. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

DISTRICT COURT 

FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

File No.  

CASE TYPE:   

 

DECLARATION OF MAYOR 
CHARLIE MINER 

 

I, Charlie Miner, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am the Mayor of the City of Long Lake.  I have personal knowledge of the 

facts contained herein and am competent to testify to them. 

2. The City of Long Lake is a community of approximately 1,800 people located in 

the western suburbs of Minneapolis, in Hennepin County, Minnesota. 

3. Long Lake has operated a fire department since 1915, which has served the 

residents of Long Lake and other communities for over 100 years. 

4. The City of Orono borders Long Lake and has benefited from Long Lake’s fire 

protection services for decades. 

5. For years, the Long Lake Fire Department was located at 1944 Park Avenue, in 

Long Lake, Minnesota.  The land and building were owned by Long Lake. 

6. In 2001, the Minnesota Department of Transportation condemned the land upon 

which the Long Lake Fire Station was situated in order to build a new highway.  At that time, Long 

Lake was providing fire protection services to Orono and Medina.  
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7. The Minnesota Department of Transportation agreed to pay Long Lake, Orono, and 

Medina approximately $3,498,200.00 for the costs of a new fire station, including construction 

costs and other expenses related to the construction of a new fire station, such as the cost of land, 

site improvements, legal fees, consultant fees, etc. 

8.   Replacement land was located for the Long Lake Fire Station at 340 Willow 

Drive, Orono, Minnesota (“Fire Station 1”).  Nevertheless, utilities to the new fire station such as 

the water and sewer systems remained coming from Long Lake.   

9. In August 2001, Long Lake and Orono entered into a Contract for Joint Ownership 

in connection with Fire Station 1.  Long Lake and Orono currently each own 50 percent of Fire 

Station 1.  A true and accurate copy of the Contract for Joint Ownership is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A.   

10. In October 2002, Long Lake, Orono, and Medina entered into an Agreement and 

Contract for Fire Protection in connection with Fire Station 1.  A true and accurate copy of the 

Contract for Fire Protection is attached hereto as Exhibit B.  

11. The Contract for Fire Protection extends until December 31, 2025.  

12. The LLFD currently maintains two fire stations in the fire service area.  The second 

fire station is located at 3770 Shoreline Drive, Orono, Minnesota (“Fire Station 2”).  Orono owns 

100 percent of Fire Station 2. 

13. In December 2011, Orono and Long Lake entered into an Addendum to the 

Contract for Fire Protection in connection with Fire Station 2.  A true and accurate copy of the 

Addendum to Contract for Fire Protection is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

14. The LLFD consists of approximately forty-two firefighters between the Fire 

Stations. 
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15. The LLFD currently services areas in Long Lake, Orono, Medina, and Minnetonka 

Beach, pursuant to the Contract for Fire Protection (Long Lake, Orono, and Medina) and the Fire 

Service Contract (Minnetonka Beach). 

16. The intention of this structure of sharing fire protection services between cities is 

to bring communities together under one fire service provider to provide high-quality fire 

protection and emergency services, while reducing redundancy in service and costs associated with 

creating separate fire departments for each city. 

17. In April 2021, Orono served Long Lake with a Notice of Termination to terminate 

the Contract for Fire Protection, stating that the contract shall terminate on its expiration date of 

December 31, 2025.  A copy of the Notice of Termination of the Contract for Fire Protection is 

attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

18. Orono also served a Notice of Termination of Contract for Joint Ownership in 

connection with Fire Station 1, stating that the contract shall terminate on its expiration date of 

December 31, 2025.  A copy of the Notice of Termination of Contract for Joint Ownership is 

attached hereto as Exhibit E. 

19. Long Lake and Orono have engaged in discussions about the future of fire 

protection services between the cities.  Orono proposed a full transfer of the LLFD from the control 

of Long Lake to the sole control of Orono.  Orono then threatened that if Long Lake did not agree 

on the full transfer to the LLFD, Orono will “build [its] own Fire Department from scratch.”  Long 

Lake refused to agree to transfer the ownership of the LLFD to Orono. 

20. In September of 2022, Orono City Council passed a resolution to establish the 

Orono Fire Department.   
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21. Since then, Orono has taken actions with the combined effect of attempting to 

dismantle the LLFD and gain control of Fire Station 1 and Fire Station 2.   

22. First, in October 2022 Orono purchased a ladder truck, which is the same vehicle 

that Long Lake officials were exploring the potential to buy with the approval of each Contracting 

City.  However, Orono does not currently provide firefighting services.   

23. In December 2022, Orono hired James Van Eyll, who was acting as the LLFD Chief 

prior to being hired by Orono as the Fire Chief of the Orono Fire Department.   

24. In January and February 2023, representatives from Orono met with legislators to 

rally support for legislation that would give Orono control of the LLFD pension funds in 2024.  It 

has become clear that Orono seeks control of pension funds because Orono intends to offer 

employment to LLFD firefighters.   

25. Orono Fire Department Chief James Van Eyll has already approached LLFD 

firefighters and asked whether they were “with him,” indicating his plan to recruit Long Lake 

firefighters to join the Orono Fire Department.     

26. Further, Orono Council Member Matt Johnson publicly stated in an Orono City 

Council meeting that Orono is prepared to take all Long Lake firefighters to help with the territory 

related to Fire Station 2.   

27. Any recruitment of LLFD firefighters will directly hinder Long Lake’s ability to 

perform its contractual obligations, such as furnishing sufficient staff to each fire call to operate 

all vehicles and provide all necessary services. 

28. Orono has also refused to approve future Capital Budgets or future shared 

equipment purchases under the current Contract for Fire Protection.  The direct effect of Orono’s 
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refusal to approve capital expenditures is that important firefighting equipment will not be fixed 

or replaced because there is no approved budget.   

29. This is particularly troublesome as one of the engines broke down during a training 

session.   It would be disastrous for any important firefighting equipment to break down on an 

emergency call.   

30. As described above, in April 2021, Orono served Long Lake with a Notice of 

Termination of the Contract for Joint Ownership in connection with Fire Station 1.  The Notice 

stated that the contract shall terminate on its expiration date of December 31, 2025. 

31. Orono also approved a Needs Assessment that expressly describes Orono’s plan to 

take over the LLFD and hinder Long Lake’s ability to provide fire protection services to its service 

area.   

32. If Orono attempts to take control of either Fire Station 1 or Fire Station 2, it will 

directly impede Long Lake’s ability to render the fire protection and emergency services it is 

obligated to provide pursuant to both the Contract for Fire Protection between Long Lake, Orono, 

and Medina, as well as the Fire Protection Contract between Long Lake and Minnetonka Beach.   

33. In fact, Long Lake and Minnetonka Beach entered into the Fire Protection Contract 

in part because of the location of Fire Station 2.  Any attempts by Orono to restrict Long Lake’s 

access or use of Fire Station 2 could directly interfere with Long Lake’s ability to perform under 

the contract, which could have life-threatening consequences.     

34. On June 12, 2023, the Orono City Council adopted Resolution 7374, providing that 

Orono will assume responsibility for the Navarre Fire Service Area beginning on no later than July 

1, 2024.  Orono also committed to assuming responsibility for the operation and maintenance of 
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Fire Station 2 no later than July 1, 2024, despite Long Lake’s obligation to maintain control of the 

Fire Stations and provide fire protections services up to January 1, 2026.   

35. Orono’s concerted efforts to disrupt Long Lake’s ability to provide fire protection 

and emergency services provides an unquantifiable risk to public safety. 

 
 
 
 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is 

true and correct.  Executed on June 23, 2023 in Hennepin County, Minnesota. 

  By: /s/Charlie Miner 
   Charlie Miner 

 
4893-0021-3355, v. 1 
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Long Lake City Administrator Scott Weske 

City of Long Lake 

450 Virginia Avenue 

PO Box 606 

Long Lake, MN 55356 

 

Medina City Administrator Scott Johnson 

2052 County Road 24  

Medina, MN 55340 

 

RE: NOTICE OF TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT AND CONTRACT FOR FIRE 

PROTECTION 

 

 

Dear City Administrator Weske and City Administrator Johnson: 

 

The City of Orono serves this Notice of Termination to terminate the Agreement and Contract 

for Fire Protection dated October 15, 2002, [hereinafter: Second Contract] pursuant to Sections 

10 and 20. For your convenience, a copy of the Second Contract is attached. Sections 10 and 20 

of the Second Contract provide the following: 

 

 Section 10: 

  

 10. Term of this Agreement 

 

 This Agreement covers the period January 1, 2002 through December 31, 2020. A 

 contract year covers the period January 1 through December 31 of a calendar year.  

 

 This Agreement will become effective upon ratification by the Contracting Cities. The 

 terms of this agreement will be extended for a period of five years unless this Agreement 

 is terminated as provided in Section 20 of the Agreement.  

 

 Section 20: 

 

 20. Termination of this Agreement 

 

 This Agreement shall be terminable only as follows: 
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1. For “Good Cause” by any city that desires to terminate its participation in the 

Agreement provided that such termination is preceded by a minimum of a 36-months 

notice. “Good Cause” shall mean, but is not limited to, a pattern of inadequate service 

quality; including inadequate response to call, inadequate training, and inadequate 

handling of calls; and/or a pattern of budget overruns. 

 

2. For breach of contract; 

 

3. By mutual agreement of all cities cover by the agreement. 

 

4. City of Medina may terminate its participation in this Agreement without case, 

subject to providing a twenty-four month notice of termination. 

 

5. This agreement may be renegotiated or terminated by the cities to enable participation 

in a fire district or similar organizational arrangement.  

 

Accordingly, the City of Orono hereby notifies the City of Long Lake and the City of 

Medina that the Second Contract shall terminate on its expiration date of December 31, 

2025.  
 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Adam Edwards 

City Administrator  

 

 

CC:  Long Lake City Attorney: 

John Thames 

Carson, Clelland & Schreder 

6300 Shingle Creek Parkway, Ste. 305 

Brooklyn Center, MN 55430 

 

 Medina City Attorney: 

 Ronald Batty 

 Kennedy & Graven, Chartered 

 Fifth Street Towers 

 150 South Fifth Street 

 Suite 700 

 Minneapolis, MN 55402 

 

Enc. Agreement and Contract for Fire Protection 
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        April 13th , 2021 
 
Long Lake City Administrator Scott Weske 
City of Long Lake 
450 Virginia Avenue 
PO Box 606 
Long Lake, MN 55356 
 
RE: NOTICE OF TERMINATION OF CONTRACT FOR JOINT OWNERSHIP   
 
 
Dear City Administrator Weske: 
 
The City of Orono serves this Notice of Termination to terminate the Contract for Joint 
Ownership that commenced in August 2001 [hereinafter: First Contract] pursuant to Section 7. 
For your convenience, a copy of the First Contract is attached. Section 7 of the First Contract 
provides the following: 
 
 Section 7: 
  
 7. Term.  This Agreement shall be effective upon the date of execution, and shall 
extend through December 31, 2020. It shall automatically extend for successive five (5) year 
extensions unless one of the cities covered by this agreement serves notice of termination not 
less than three (3) years before the original termination or the termination date of any subsequent 
extension. The Agreement may not otherwise be terminated except for any of the following 
reasons: 
 

a. The express agreement of both cities to terminate the Agreement; or 
b. The expiration of the term of the Agreement provided that the three-year notice of 

termination preceding the expiration of the term is given; or 
c. An event that makes it unlawful for all or substantially all of the purpose of the 

Agreement, i.e. joint ownership of the land and building to be continued; or 
d. For good cause as defined above; or 
e. For material breach of this Agreement provided that the city seeking the termination first 

provides the other city written notice and thirty (30) days to cure.  
 
Pursuant to Section 11 of the First Contract, all notices must be “delivered or mailed” to Long 
Lake: City Administrator with a copy to City Attorney. 
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Accordingly, the City of Orono hereby notifies the City of Long Lake that the First 
Contract shall terminate on its expiration date of December 31, 2025.  
 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Adam Edwards 
City Administrator  
 
 
CC: Long Lake City Attorney: 

John Thames 
Carson, Clelland & Schreder 
6300 Shingle Creek Parkway, Ste. 305 
Brooklyn Center, MN 55430 

 
 
Enc. Contract for Joint Ownership 
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